
 
 

January 4th, 2020 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
Statement on the extrajudicial assassination of Iranian general Qasem Soleimani 
 
Tacoma, WA -- Joshua Collins, candidate for Congress in Washington, addressed the escalation in 
Iran due to the airstrike on 1/2/2020 in the following official statement: 
 
The Trump administration’s dangerous, unilateral, and internationally illegal assassination of Qasem 
Soleimani on Thursday marks the escalation of a continuing pattern of brutality, as well as a general 
disregard for international statutes and human life. While this administration is attempting to frame 
Soleimani as a “murderer” and “terrorist”, his position in the Iranian state was official in nature and 
to extrajudicially assassinate him is, and this is not an exaggeration, a war crime. 
 
Of course, the legality of this particular strike is not the most important factor. This is a terrifying risk 
to the people of the region. An Intercept article from October confirmed months ago that Donald 
Trump has been waging war across the Middle East and East Africa and, “...under his watch, and with 
his assent, they have been waged with more brutality and less apparent regard for innocent life.” 
The Iraq War has already claimed over a million lives, and my heart sinks when I consider what could 
happen to the Iranian people and the rest of the region if we do not put a stop to US occupation of 
the Middle East and the current administration’s continuation of violence as policy. 
 
We have to organize, right now, and bring all our different issue-based movements together into a 
single struggle. Unilateral, destructive military escalations in the Middle East have been 
normal foreign policy of this country since I was an 8-year-old child. This is a system. We have 
been conditioned to accept unending occupation in just the same way we’ve been taught that we 
can’t have healthcare, that college should put us in debt, that we can’t do anything about a climate 
crisis that’s threatening our very existence. This is what they’re going to do instead of saving the 
world from climate change. It’s up to us to stop them, and what that will require is a people’s 
movement in the streets, the workplace, and at the ballot box to completely transform our system 
before it’s too late. My heart is heavy for the people of Iran today, but the work goes on. I hope to 
see the regular people of America rise, this week and next, and transform their country. I’ll be 
marching with you. 
 
The Joshua Collins campaign for US Congress is one of an increasing number of socialist efforts for 
Congress nationwide. Joshua is running in Washington’s 10th Congressional District, which will be vacated 
at the end of the term due to the retirement of current Rep. Denny Heck (D-WA). Joshua is a 26-year old 
truck driver, and if elected will be one of the youngest members of Congress in United States history. 
 
The Collins campaign will be attending on-the-ground action in Tacoma today, and 
actively participating in continued organizing efforts to resist the escalation of 
another war in the Middle East. 

https://theintercept.com/2019/10/02/trump-impeachment-civilian-casualties-war/

